
By Jon Gillooly
jgillooly@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — Local
Realtor Johnny Sinclair
said business is so good
he’s opted not to seek re-
election to the Marietta
City Council in November. 

First elected in 1997,
Sinclair served until 2005
before returning to private
life. Holly Walquist with
Marietta Tree Keepers was
elected to the seat for one
term in the interim before
Sinclair decided to chal-

lenge, and success-
fully ousted her in
the 2009 race. 

“He’s a very
compassionate, con-
cerned councilman,”
Mayor Steve Tum-
lin said of Sinclair.
“He’s a good com-
municator, and we’ll
sure miss him.”

Councilman Grif Cha-
lant pointed to the amount
of time it takes to serve on
the council.

“He’s working hard, you
know, doing a lot of busi-

ness, and I think it
takes a lot of time
to devote to this,”
Chalfant said.
“He’s got Mariet-
ta’s heart through
everything that he
does. Sometimes
we don’t agree on
everything, but
we’re of like mind

most of the time.”
Sinclair’s colleague at

Harry Norman Realtors,
Johnny Walker, has
announced he will run for
Sinclair’s seat. In addition

to his job with
Harry Norman,
Walker has his own
photography busi-
ness. He previously
served on the
Downtown Marietta
Development
Authority for 10
years. Walker and
his wife, Kim, have
a 14-year-old daughter who
attends Pace Academy in
Buckhead.

It’s good to have new
blood on the council, Sin-
clair said. “Politicians

oftentimes have an
exaggerated sense
of self importance,
and we think, ‘If it
weren’t for me the
whole system
would fall apart,’
when in reality
everything will do
great,” he said.
“There’s a good

thing about having new
people involved. Of course,
I think I did a great job. I
love it. But there’s some-
thing great about having a
fresh perspective.” 

The greening
of Marietta

A point of pride during
this last term, Sinclair said,
was spearheading the city’s
$2.7 million purchase of
the 13-acre Preston Chase
apartments on Franklin
Road near Delk Road from
Regions Bank in 2010 and
razing the complex.

“We tore down 238 of
the worst units in the city
and replaced it with what

By Nikki Wiley
nwiley@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — A leader of
an east Cobb civic group wants
to see the county implement a
system of notifying neighbor-
hoods about zoning cases in
the area, but at least one coun-
ty commissioner says the cost
is greater than the benefit.

Carol Brown, president of
Canton Road Neighbors, told
the Board of Commissioners in
early July she would like to see
a Neighborhood Notification
Initiative implemented that
would encourage neighbor-
hoods to voluntarily register
with the county to be given
information about planning and
zonings that would affect their
community.

“If you put a standard in
place for notifying people
who have signed up ... it will

By Lindsay Field
lfield@mdjonline.com

COBB GALLERIA —
State officials say that
while business
owners are seeing a
little bounce back
after the recession,
they still hesitate to
invest or hire
employees because
of the uncertainty
that surrounds
Obamacare.

During the
Cobb Chamber of Com-
merce’s August First Mon-
day Breakfast, about 360
people learned more about
Georgia’s job market from
Mercer University profes-
sor, economist and Cobb
native Roger Tutterow,
who moderated a panel dis-
cussion with Georgia’s Sec-
retary of State Brian Kemp,
Labor Commissioner Mark
Butler and Tom Croteau,
the deputy commissioner of
the Department of Econom-
ic Development.

“In July, we had a fourth
birthday for this economic
recovery,” Tutterow said at
the start of the discussion.
“This recovery is now 49

months old. … Still,
what I hear when I
see business leaders
around the state:
‘When do things
get normal?’”

Cobb’s unem-
ployment rate was
8 percent in June,
the highest in more
than six months,

but down from 8.6 percent
in June 2012, according to
the Georgia Department of
Labor. Georgia’s unem-
ployment rate for June was
8.6 percent, down from 9.1
percent last June.

Two million jobs
remain lost

Tutterow said that 8.7
million jobs were lost
nationally between January
2008 and February 2010
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Sinclair won’t seek City Council re-election

Zoning alert system
sparks controversy

Defense: Sneiderman devastated by death
By Kate Brumback
Associated Press Writer

DECATUR — Andrea
Sneiderman was a happily
married mother devastated
by her husband’s killing,
not the woman prosecu-
tors described as engaged
in a “forbidden romance”
with the boss who fatally
shot her spouse outside a
preschool, defense attor-
neys said Monday.

The contrasting por-

traits of Sneiderman
emerged during opening
statements in her trial on
charges of lying under
oath and hindering the

investigation into her hus-
band’s death. Prosecutors
initially said Sneiderman
arranged her husband’s
killing, but murder

charges against her were
dropped.

Sneiderman’s husband,
36-year-old Rusty Snei-
derman, was fatally shot
in November 2010 outside
a suburban Atlanta
preschool. Andrea Snei-
derman’s former boss,
Hemy Neuman, was con-
victed in the killing in
March 2012, but he was
found to be mentally ill.

Andrea Sneiderman’s husband, 36-year-old Rusty Snei-
derman, was fatally shot in November 2010 outside a
suburban Atlanta preschool. Andrea Sneiderman’s for-
mer boss, Hemy Neuman, was convicted in the killing
in March 2012, but he was found to be mentally ill.

Sneiderman, 37, has pleaded not guilty and has repeat-
edly denied any romantic relationship with Neuman.
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Brian Kemp

Special to the MDJ/Jason Braverman

The Cobb Chamber of Commerce invited a panel for
its Workforce Development Panel Discussion during
the organization’s First Monday Breakfast at the
Cobb Galleria on Monday morning. The panel
included, from left, moderator, Dr. Roger Tutterow,
Professor of Economics, Mercer University; and
panelists Brian Kemp, Georgia Secretary of State;
Mark Butler, Georgia Commissioner of Labor; and
Tom Croteau, Deputy Commissioner for the Georgia
Department of Economic Development.

Obama blamed
for economy at 
Chamber meet

Staff/Kelly J. Huff

Marietta High School Principal Leigh Beggs-Colburn, right, and Marietta Mayor Steve Tumlin are joined by
Marietta City Schools’ Board of Education members, from left, Tony Fasola, Jill Mutimer, Chairman Randy
Weiner, Superintendent Emily Lembeck, Irene Berens, Brett Bittner and Vice-Chairman Tom Cheater as
they cut the ribbon to recognize the official opening of the high school’s new performing arts wing during
the first day back to school for teachers for the 2013-14 school year Monday.

A+ approval
MHS teachers, staff get look at new auditorium
By Lindsay Field
lfield@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — Marietta High
School’s new $8.5 million auditori-
um received rave reviews from the
more than 700 teachers and staff
that met there Monday to kick start
the new school year. 

Marsha Durham, who has
worked in the city school system
for nine years and is a special edu-
cation teacher at West Side Ele-
mentary, boasted about the build-
ing. “It is gorgeous, absolutely
gorgeous,” she said. “They put a
lot of time and energy into it and a
lot of thought into it.”

Monday was the first time she
had been inside it since construction
was completed in late July.

Durham was also impressed
with the student performances and
speakers. “It was really nice to go
ahead and have them kick off this
school year by actually having a
performance on the stage,”
Durham said, complimenting the
building’s acoustics.

Construction on the auditorium,
which began 15 months ago, was
completed just last week.

School Board Chair Randy
Weiner said he was very impressed
with the auditorium, which is
something he was asked about
when he first ran for the school
district seat almost 10 years ago.

“It was a really good feeling to
be in our own auditorium,” he said.

“I remember back eight years ago,
the first comment that was ever
spoken to me was that we need to
build an auditorium. It took eight
years, but we got it on schedule
and under budget.”

Shan Cooper, Lockheed Martin
Aeronautics vice president and gen-
eral manager, was the keynote
speaker for the event. 

The school board approved con-
struction of the facility in October
2011, when it OK’d placing a $7
million, five-year obligation bond
resolution before voters to help

pay for the building. It was
approved in March 2012 and con-
struction began shortly thereafter.

The remainder of the debt, about
$3 million, will be paid off with pro-
ceeds from SPLOST IV, which was
approved by voters in March.

The auditorium, which was part
of the school’s original plan in
2000, will be used for school func-
tions, performances, rehearsals,
competitions and festivals, commu-
nity events, lectures and staff devel-
opment meetings like the district
held Monday.

Johnny Sinclair Johnny Walker

Marietta City Schools’ faculty and staff members enter the new Per-
forming Arts Center at the high school Monday for their official first day
back of the 2013-14 school year.
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Commissioner says cost a factor

If you put a stan-
dard in place for
notifying people

who have signed up
... it will de-politi-
cize the way the

information is sent
out to people.

— Carol Brown,

president of
Canton Road Neighbors
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